
    
 

 

 

News You Can Use on the Doorstep 

Leader’s Monthly E-Newsletter County Council June 2020 

 

From the Leader of the Council 

 
Over the last few months many families, communities and businesses across the 

county have been coming together like never before in response to coronavirus. And 

while our thoughts and prayers continue to go out to those who have lost loved ones, 

it is heartening to see the falling numbers of new cases and deaths in Staffordshire. 

It is essential that we all stay alert and prevent the spread of this terrible virus as the 

county and the country reopens. Given the sacrifices made by so many people, we 

must all do everything we can to prevent a second peak of infections. 

 

The County Council staff continue to play a leading role in the response to Covid-19, 

providing food parcels to the vulnerable; PPE and guidance to care homes; helping 

our schools to reopen; and supporting high streets and businesses with grants, 

information and guidance, to bring customers back safely. Our efforts are bolstered 

by an army of local volunteers, organisations and carers who are all doing their bit. 

The community spirit and resilience on show across the county has been incredible. 

A special mention for three organisations, Erasmus Darwin Museum Volunteers in 

Lichfield; SARAC in Burton upon Trent and the Friends of Hednesford Park, who all 

received the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service this month. 

 

We need that spirit and resilience to 

continue. It is good news to see our high 

streets reopening, businesses opening 

their doors and more people returning to 

work. We need to encourage people 

across Staffordshire to support 

businesses and shop local in the coming 

weeks, to protect local jobs and 

livelihoods. 

 

We have also seen an outpouring of community spirit and togetherness in several 

passionate and peaceful Black Lives Matters protests across the county in the past 

fortnight. Racism and discrimination of any kind has no place in our society. I hope 

the terrible events in America are the catalyst to bring communities closer together, 

for people to listen to one another, and for us all to ensure that everyone in 

Staffordshire enjoys equality of opportunity, regardless of their race, creed, gender or 

sexuality.  
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The county council will play its part in 

Staffordshire’s recovery from Covid-19. It will 

take time and we need to move cautiously to 

prevent a second peak of infection. I have 

every confidence that the spirit and resilience 

of Staffordshire people that we have all seen 

in recent months, will help us bounce back 

strongly. 

 

Kickstarting our economy, supporting employers and inspiring new enterprise will be 

a cornerstone of our recovery activity and our five-year strategy to help our economy 

not only recover but to transform, and how we create the best possible conditions to 

create more and better paid jobs for people in Staffordshire. 

 

I have spoken before about the incredible work that schools and educational settings 

and their staff have been doing since the start of the pandemic.  Their efforts have 

been humbling and inspiring to us all.  Most schools have remained open to support 

vulnerable children and the children of key workers, which has allowed essential staff 

to get to work and help keep things going. 

We anticipate that most schools will reopen over the next few weeks and we will 

continue to support them to make sure they have everything they need to operate 

safely.  I trust people will join with me in thanking them on behalf of the children and 

families of Staffordshire for their response to date, and the work they are planning for 

the next phase. 

 

I would also urge everyone in Staffordshire to be kind to themselves and one another 

at this time, and to seek help if they are feeling the strain. Speak to loved ones, 

friends, or even your GP, or go online to places like our website, where you can find 

a huge range of online support. While me must all stay alert, the gradual easing of 

the lockdown does show there is light at the end of the tunnel. 

 

Earlier this month we saw the launch of the Test and Trace service, the next phase 

in Government efforts to contain the virus.  This means people who are known to 

have been in close contact with someone who has tested positive for Covid-19, will 

be contacted and instructed to self-isolate for 14 days, regardless of whether they 

have any symptoms. 

 

It’s vital that we follow these instructions, so if you are contacted please do as they 

ask.  This is about protecting yourself, your family, and the wider community – and 

avoiding a second peak and further lock-down restrictions. 

 

The Council is continuing to manage outbreaks in our care homes and preparing to 

manage outbreaks in our schools and elsewhere.  

Our care providers continue to do an amazing job supporting some of the most 

vulnerable people and we have provided an additional £20m to help them do this 

along with one million pieces of Personal Protective Equipment. 
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We have delivered over 2,000 food parcels to vulnerable self-isolators and we will 

need to think about how this support can be sustained in the longer-term drawing on 

the voluntary sector and our communities. These deliveries mean vulnerable people 

can stay at home, self-isolate and reduce the risk of catching the virus. And thank 

you to all those volunteers who are delivering the parcels from our district hubs to 

people’s homes. 

 

We have also provided £155,000 for voluntary and community groups, £500,000 for 

small businesses and support for foster carers and nursery providers. One of the 

biggest challenges ahead of us is reigniting our economy and helping the many firms 

big and small who are suffering right now, as well as those workers who have lost 

their jobs. The sad news of redundancies at JCB, Rolls Royce, Bentley and Aston 

Martin is a reminder that we need to get our economy moving as soon as it is safe to 

do so, with the right measures in place to control this terrible virus. This county 

council stepped up and stepped in 10 years ago after the last recession struck, and 

we succeeded in growing the economy, attracting investment and creating more 

jobs. We are ready and willing to revive Staffordshire’s economy once more. 

 

We all have a very important role to play in 

containing the infection and as restrictions start 

to be lifted, it is as important as ever that we all 

continue to follow the latest advice.  This regular 

hand washing self isolation for people with 

symptoms and their household contacts, and 

everyone limiting their physical interactions with 

other households and staying two meters apart.  

  

There are still difficult times ahead as we 

balance easing lock-down with trying to contain 

the virus, but as always if we pull together, we 

will get through it. 

 

And finally, I would like to once again pay tribute to and thank our county council 

staff for their commitment and dedication. They are making a huge difference to 

people’s lives every single day. Thank you also to all of care staff, our NHS workers, 

the many thousands of volunteers and local businesses who are all continuing to 

step up and support Staffordshire people and communities through these 

unprecedented times. 

 

For more regular updates have a look at my Leader’s Blog 

http://blog.scchost.org.uk/leadersblog/ 

 

Philip Atkins 

 

Leader Staffordshire County Council 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.southportandformbyccg.nhs.uk%2Fget-informed%2Flatest-news%2Fgovernment-launches-nhs-test-and-trace-service%2F&psig=AOvVaw3Xi4oF9IJDayI_mTkCIS7K&ust=1592847155581000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLi91aO4k-oCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAU
http://blog.scchost.org.uk/leadersblog/
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How has Covid-19 impacted your business? 
Many businesses are concerned about their 
future because of Covid-19.  In these 
unprecedented times, you may well need some 
sort of business support now or in the future. 

Spending just two minutes to fill in this survey 
means that you're helping to design the services 
you need.  

Now's the time to have your say. 

HELP TO DESIGN YOUR BUSINESS 
SUPPORT 

 

Get the support you need  
Qualified Growth Hub advisors provide a highly 
personalised and tailored service to businesses 
including the very best up to date knowledge on 
the Covid-19 grants and loans available to all 
types of business  

Call or email 
businessenquiries@stokestaffslep.org.uk or click 
here  to reserve your 121 session.   

Future Fund now open 
The Future Fund is a £250 million fund for 
innovative companies facing financial difficulties 
due to Covid-19.  The scheme is open for 
applications until the end of September 2020. 

Find out more 

At a glance summary of funding available and 

who can apply 

 

Did you know? Sick pay 

Are you a business with less than 250 
employees?  Did you know that the cost of 
providing 2 weeks of Covid-19 related Statutory 
Sick Pay per employee can be refunded by the 
government?   

Find out more about the rebate scheme here   

At a glance summary of funding available and 

who can apply 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MjIuMjE4NzcyOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2JpdC5seS8zZnBESVVtP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1lbWFpbCJ9.ehOy1vO3dgoqRQyMb_ilU-kXJjByfULAVt8_jMs0UWo/br/78970192612-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MjIuMjE4NzcyOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2JpdC5seS8zZnBESVVtP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1lbWFpbCJ9.ehOy1vO3dgoqRQyMb_ilU-kXJjByfULAVt8_jMs0UWo/br/78970192612-l
mailto:businessenquiries@stokestaffslep.org.uk
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MjIuMjE4NzcyOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vYml0Lmx5L0xFUEdyb3d0aD91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5JnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9ZW1haWwifQ.5tRe_pBwp-SGr7Y5LrNxQLzL0aSHkXZWfIKRS7up84U/br/78970192612-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MjIuMjE4NzcyOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vYml0Lmx5L0xFUEdyb3d0aD91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5JnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9ZW1haWwifQ.5tRe_pBwp-SGr7Y5LrNxQLzL0aSHkXZWfIKRS7up84U/br/78970192612-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MjIuMjE4NzcyOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2JpdC5seS8yeW9qQWtVP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1lbWFpbCJ9.zmuXButZ-F809PRKaQc6TMPSMOEph_FiGyX7f6QBNIM/br/78970192612-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MjIuMjE4NzcyOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2JpdC5seS8yVDhiTXVDP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1lbWFpbCJ9.NF3VPyjV4hUNUqvz2Q4RKOiucWEu688MMQH1O34dRso/br/78970192612-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MjIuMjE4NzcyOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2JpdC5seS8yVDhiTXVDP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1lbWFpbCJ9.NF3VPyjV4hUNUqvz2Q4RKOiucWEu688MMQH1O34dRso/br/78970192612-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MjIuMjE4NzcyOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2JpdC5seS8yV00yektFP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1lbWFpbCJ9.gePLSKyNBr6suNqInm9-J_qgR0IbMwlfL27QOwHKtFE/br/78970192612-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MjIuMjE4NzcyOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2JpdC5seS8yVDhiTXVDP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1lbWFpbCJ9.qWV0hOiO2msMDhp8hJgqS1fgsSp-cg858BxMEz3qGYs/br/78970192612-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MjIuMjE4NzcyOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2JpdC5seS8yVDhiTXVDP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1lbWFpbCJ9.qWV0hOiO2msMDhp8hJgqS1fgsSp-cg858BxMEz3qGYs/br/78970192612-l


 

5 
 

Staffordshire support scheme for county start-ups 

A support programme for people with ambitions of starting their own business and whose 
current employment may be at risk due to the coronavirus crisis has been launched by the 
county council. 

The Staffordshire Start-up Programme aims to build on and complement existing support for 
new businesses, with a focus on helping them to be robust in overcoming future challenges. 

People across the county who have been furloughed, whose job may be at risk, who have 
already been made redundant or see this period as an opportunity to progress their start-up 
plans are being urged to get in touch. 

It will be delivered by the Staffordshire Chambers of Commerce on behalf of the county 
council and provide online sessions offering support and advice on a range of issues. 

Follow-up support to access finance and on getting through the critical early stages of 
business operations will also be available. 

Find out more  

 

 
 

Second regional testing site opens 

The Government has announced a second regional testing site in Staffordshire. 

The drive through centre will open at Stafford Education and Enterprise Park, 
Beaconside, ST18 0BF. 

Anyone experiencing Covid-19 symptoms can book an appointment on the NHS website or 
by calling 119 to be tested. Residents can also go through national portals to access the full 
range of testing sites, including mobile sites, home tests etc. 

The first regional testing centre opened at Stoke City’s bet365 Stadium on Friday 29 
May. Regional testing sites can increase capacity from 100 to 1,000 tests per day and are 
run by the National Testing Programme. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MDUuMjI1Mjk4NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5zdGFmZm9yZHNoaXJlLmdvdi51ay9OZXdzcm9vbS9BcnRpY2xlcy8yMDIwLzA2LUp1bmUvU3RhZmZvcmRzaGlyZS1zdXBwb3J0LXNjaGVtZS1sYXVuY2hlZC1yZWFkeS1mb3ItY291bnR5LXN0YXJ0LXVwcy5hc3B4P3V0bV9tZWRpdW09Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1lbWFpbCJ9.FOahn7wwN5_dZqL15oc7C5237_MHoX0CCRHvVSbWL28/br/79525919484-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MDUuMjI1Mjk4NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5uaHMudWsvY29uZGl0aW9ucy9jb3JvbmF2aXJ1cy1jb3ZpZC0xOS8_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWVtYWlsIn0.eJQBX6kbnj3xMURdQoOfQDYLQtIGwi3Lc6k5oS7ADHE/br/79525919484-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MDUuMjI1Mjk4NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvY29yb25hdmlydXM_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWVtYWlsIn0.XX2iZfQkp1uk8t8S9urhQrdzuRdVb1ub_9GxPH4QuNI/br/79525919484-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MDUuMjI1Mjk4NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvY29yb25hdmlydXM_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWVtYWlsIn0.XX2iZfQkp1uk8t8S9urhQrdzuRdVb1ub_9GxPH4QuNI/br/79525919484-l
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.southsomerset.gov.uk%2Fnews%2F2020%2F5%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19-government-launches-new-test-and-trace-service%2F&psig=AOvVaw3Xi4oF9IJDayI_mTkCIS7K&ust=1592847155581000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLi91aO4k-oCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAa
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NHS Test and Trace 

Yesterday, the NHS Test and Trace service launched. 

The service is a key part of the Government's plan to keep the virus under control while 
carefully and safely lifting the lockdown nationally. 

In brief, the new service means that: 

• If you have symptoms you must self-isolate immediately 

• You must book a test – if you test positive you will be contacted within 24 hours. 
Testing has been extended to the under fives 

• People you have been in close contact with will be traced 

• They will be instructed to self-isolate for 14 days regardless of whether they have 
symptoms or not 

• If there is a local outbreak, we will work with the Joint Biosecurity Centre and Public 
Health England to control it 

Learn more  

Learn more about Test and Trace  

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MjkuMjIyMDc2NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ3VpZGFuY2UvbmhzLXRlc3QtYW5kLXRyYWNlLWhvdy1pdC13b3Jrcz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5JnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9ZW1haWwifQ.b8VUC4_z8otICqfUtT9FN3woCI4VbPNRRkUhkRz3wG4/br/79255758977-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MDUuMjI1Mjk4NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9uZXdzL2dvdmVybm1lbnQtbGF1bmNoZXMtbmhzLXRlc3QtYW5kLXRyYWNlLXNlcnZpY2U_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWVtYWlsIn0.JMH6s81ftkrdcuo7NtL9sc4fO3iqd-VlG1DhilIVFD0/br/79525919484-l
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Concessionary bus pass arrangements return to normal 

Arrangements for older people’s concessionary bus pass 
travel will return to normal from Monday 8 June. 

Holders of the older person’s pass will be able to travel free 
after 9.30am and all day on Saturdays and Sundays. 

A temporary change was introduced in mid-March to allow 
pass holders to travel before 9.30am Monday to Friday to visit 
supermarkets and shops that had introduced reserved 
shopping for older people. 

The Government have announced that if you are travelling on public transport in England, 
you must wear a face covering from 15 June. 

More information  

Compost bin offer 

The council’s waste team are offering Staffordshire residents the opportunity to get compost 
bins from just £10 (plus £5.99 postage). 

Staffordshire County Council’s Cabinet Member for Commercial, Mark Deaville said: 
"Composting is a really easy way to dispose of garden and appropriate food waste. 

It helps to significantly reduce carbon emissions which is also good for the planet and the 
environment." 

There are a limited number of bins available. 

Order one online by entering your postcode and the reference SWP13L. 

Order a compost bin  

 

Considerate parking plea to beauty spot visitors 

People are being reminded to park considerately if visiting 
popular county beauty spots this weekend. 

Staffordshire County Council’s Cabinet Member for Highways 
and Transport, Helen Fisher said: "We’re expecting more 
people to visit locations like Chasewater and The Roaches this 
weekend because of the fine weather and so we’re appealing 
for everyone to park safely and legally. 

It is essential that emergency vehicles can access these locations at all times and are not 
obstructed by carelessly parked vehicles. We hope everyone has a safe and enjoyable 
weekend.” 

Visitors are asked to keep dogs on leads to help observe social distancing rules and not to 
have barbecues, light fires, or dispose of cigarettes carelessly as there remains a strong risk 
to people, property and wildlife from fire. 

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MDUuMjI1Mjk4NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5zdGFmZm9yZHNoaXJlLmdvdi51ay9OZXdzcm9vbS9BcnRpY2xlcy8yMDIwLzA2LUp1bmUvQ29uY2Vzc2lvbmFyeS1idXMtcGFzcy1hcnJhbmdlbWVudHMtcmV0dXJuLXRvLW5vcm1hbC5hc3B4P3V0bV9tZWRpdW09Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1lbWFpbCJ9.8QKYzxJV-1emobiHHvHrFw2jZxI1sneHmFuSsZ9lwW0/br/79525919484-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MjkuMjIyMDc2NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2dldGNvbXBvc3RpbmcuY29tL3Byb2ZpbGUvbG9naW4_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWVtYWlsIn0.amqBDPAI5eVaB0F4DDBLDQ6O27dvJuUTrvl_M-sBlJo/br/79255758977-l
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Road to recovery for Staffordshire 
While it is still unclear what the overall impact 
COVID-19 will have on Staffordshire’s economy, 
the county council is doing all it can to mitigate 
the impact of the crisis. 

Our Emergency Business Grant Scheme to 
support our smallest businesses received more 
than 1,600 calls in just five days and, as the 
scheme was first-come-first served, closed to 
new applications at that point. 

A range of further support is available from the 
Staffordshire Growth Hub including a Redundancy and Recruitment Triage Service for 
businesses, and those at risk of redundancy. 

You can also contact their helpline on 0300 111 8002 

Dignity in Care deadline extended 
People interested in nominating work 
colleagues, carers, friends and family members 
or volunteers for a special award have been 
given more time to do so. 

The Staffordshire Dignity in Care Awards 
recognise and celebrate those who care for the 
most vulnerable amongst us with dignity and 
compassion. 

With many carers and care providers working in 
the most challenging times in a generation 

because of the Coronavirus pandemic, the awards will now include recognising those going the 
extra mile for those they care for. 

People now have until 31 July to get their nominations in and can do so online 

More students back to school 
Around three quarters of the county’s 313 
primary schools in Staffordshire were expected 
to open to more pupils from June 1 with nearly 
all primary schools expected to open in the next 
two weeks. 

We have worked with schools to give them the 
support they need to open safely, including 
advice and guidance on social distancing, as 
well as packs of personal protective equipment 
(PPE). 

Social distancing, staggering the start and end of the school day, and reduced pupil numbers in 

classrooms are just some of the measures being put in place to help keep pupils and staff safe. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MDIuMjIzMTY2NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3N0b2tlc3RhZmZzZ3Jvd3RoaHViLmNvLnVrLz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5JnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9ZW1haWwifQ.6vxjzgTuFEW0aGSn4JIffgOO3Fn2uLWyVOwZQB1XFOU/br/79340385423-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MDIuMjIzMTY2NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5zdGFmZm9yZHNoaXJlLmdvdi51ay9DYXJlLWZvci1hbGwtYWdlcy9EaWduaXR5aW5jYXJlL2hvbWUuYXNweD91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5JnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9ZW1haWwifQ.R04KPR2MjSGGJYXapQIXRfuAAAwpDiWuCN6FsWe-3cc/br/79340385423-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MDIuMjIzMTY2NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5zdGFmZm9yZHNoaXJlLmdvdi51ay9DYXJlLWZvci1hbGwtYWdlcy9EaWduaXR5aW5jYXJlL2hvbWUuYXNweD91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5JnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9ZW1haWwifQ.0jC2epiNmQcczzHlq3YRzHFzuzqcbNEq0fUFkwURj5o/br/79340385423-l
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Ten-year walking and cycling plan 

 
A plan to deliver improved cycling and walking 
networks and increase participation will need 
over £30million investment in towns across 
Staffordshire over the next decade. 

The local cycling and walking infrastructure plan 
(LCWIP) sets out recommendations for 
schemes to improve safety, encourage more 
people to travel this way and improve town 
streets. 

The plan targets the areas where there is the 
greatest demand and the largest potential for the transfer of short journeys to walking or cycling 

Investment in infrastructure will be targeted within the compact urban areas of Burton, Cannock, 
Lichfield, Newcastle-under-Lyme, Stafford and Tamworth. 

People can read the strategy here. 

Beware of warm weather risks 

After a prolonged period of dry weather, visitors 
to our country parks are urged not to have 
barbecues, light fires, or dispose of cigarettes 
carelessly as there remains a strong risk to 
people, property and wildlife from fire. 

The devastating damage from recent fires on 
Cannock Chase can be seen on this video. 

People are also urged to avoid open water 
swimming. No matter how confident a swimmer 
you are, water can cause cold water shock in 

even the strongest swimmers, and strong currents beneath the surface, as well as weeds, 
branches and other obstructions, could entangle you. 

New digital volunteer platform 
Staffordshire is getting a new digital volunteer 
platform: Do It – Staffordshire 

The new Do It – Staffordshire website will 
enable residents to sign up to be a 
‘Staffordshire Volunteer’ and find local 
opportunities. 

The system also enables local voluntary 
organisations, mutual aid groups and charities 
to digitally share their opportunities and 
manage all the applications they receive. 

The Do It – Staffordshire page is still being built, but during Volunteer Week, we want to 
encourage staff and Staffordshire residents to sign up to ‘Do It’. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MDIuMjIzMTY2NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5zdGFmZm9yZHNoaXJlLmdvdi51ay9UcmFuc3BvcnQvdHJhbnNwb3J0cGxhbm5pbmcvV2Fsa2luZy1hbmQtY3ljbGluZy5hc3B4P3V0bV9tZWRpdW09Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1lbWFpbCJ9.0PEFSAdFJm40kenPkAX5vUll8Ni9ev-oXhZaxfGl7Ks/br/79340385423-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MDIuMjIzMTY2NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3lvdXR1LmJlL21iNi1wbFc1cmprP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1lbWFpbCJ9.5-jhmWcCzpY92yxeCNVbbWYV8Ms3VUdV5Bhz7dnbK8c/br/79340385423-l
doit.life/ours?utm_source=staffordcc

