
    
 

 

News You Can Use on the Doorstep 

Leader’s Monthly E-Newsletter for September 

From the Leader of the Council 

Over nine years the county council has reduced running 

costs by £240m while growing the economy, creating 

more and better jobs, and improving education and 

training, all with one of the lowest county council taxes 

in the country. 

Staffordshire is continuing to see near full employment 

as plans for another major county business 

development are submitted. Figures show that just 1.3 

per cent of Staffordshire’s population is claiming out of 

work benefits, lower than both regional (2.8 per cent) and national (2.1 per cent) 

averages. The Staffordshire figure has remained the same for the last three months. 

We deliver results and, working with partners, are making the lives of Staffordshire 

people more rewarding. This commitment and our ambition remains.  

We are also spending a record amount on social care and the growing ageing 

population is increasing demand further while nationally more children are coming 

into care. Costs are also rising due to inflation, including the impact of the National 

Living Wage, Apprenticeship Levy and auto-enrolment for pensions. This financial 

challenge is unprecedented, and not of our making. 10 years ago we spent £200M 

on social care; we now spend £315M. 

We will be proposing major in-house and back office savings to protect the front line. 

Non-essential spending and recruitment is already on hold across the county council. 

As well as pressing for a national solution to the funding of care at the highest levels 

and through every medium, the council is also: Bidding to be part of a business rates 

pilot scheme, increasing council tax by 2.95 per cent while remaining one of the 

lowest county council taxes in the country, and looking to have a stronger role in 

housing to bring in extra funding from council tax. 

Despite this, without considerable extra funding there will be significant changes in 

services citizens may expect to see in certain areas as services are reviewed. 

People will have to help themselves more and support their communities. 

Philip Atkins OBE - Leader of Staffordshire County Council 
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Burton Bridge reopens three weeks early 

Burton Bridge has reopened three weeks ahead of 
schedule after repair crews worked seven days a 
week, plus twilight shifts on weekdays, to get the 
job done. Both the town’s main bridges have now 
been refurbished at a cost of £6.1m. We should all 
praise their efforts and thank residents and 
businesses for their support. 

 

After listening to residents and businesses the county council postponed the work on 

Burton Bridge from the New Year to June 18th. From the 

outset we were determined to fully reopen the bridge as 

quickly as possible, but the crews really have done quite an 

amazing job to get it back in use three weeks ahead of 

schedule in the hottest of weather.  

Thanks to this vital investment the use of both St Peter’s 

Bridge and Burton Bridge have now been safeguarded for at least another 

generation, which is fantastic news for residents, businesses and the town’s 

economy. 

Near full employment and further job creation boost 

Staffordshire is continuing to see near 

full employment as plans for a major 

county business development are 

submitted. If plans for the western 

extension are approved it could deliver 

2,700 jobs on site and generate 

£600million investment to add to the 2,500 

people already employed by multi-national 

companies JLR, Moog, ISP, Eurofins, ERA and Tentec. The success of i54 South 

Staffordshire has been outstanding – attracting global leaders in their sectors and 

thousands of skilled jobs. 

While we celebrate the fact that these businesses are located here, i54 South 
Staffordshire has a huge impact across our area. From construction firms to supply 
chain industries and retail and leisure establishments; this business park leads to a 
thriving local, regional and national economy and all the opportunities that brings for 
local business and people. 

It is therefore no surprise about the demand to locate here – and the subsequent 
need for expansion. i54 South Staffordshire will play a vital part in the Midlands 
Engine and in the growing productivity of Staffordshire and our neighbours. 
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Council job scheme helps 1,000 people 

The county council’s Open Door 

programme has now helped over 1000 

people get their foot on the career 

ladder. 

The programme offers candidates a 12 

week work experience placement with the 

council or other organisations. During the 

past ten years it has supported graduates, people with disabilities, ex-offenders, 

children leaving care and school leavers. Rowena Clifford from Stafford was the 

1000th person to have benefitted from Open Door after she was able to gain 

employment at Stafford Borough Council following her work experience.  

Back to school advice 

Children across the county will be 

returning to school this month. 

Parents looking for the latest information 
on education and learning in Staffordshire 
can find a range of helpful topics on 
the county council’s website and on 
the MyStaffsApp. 

There is advice on a range of topics including term dates, funded childcare advice, 
school performance and guidance around education and learning for all age groups. 
Parents may also want to sign up to the Parents’ Guide to Learning and Careers 
newsletter which provides timely information to help their child get the best learning 
experience. The newsletter offers expert advice on issues such as the curriculum, 
emotional wellbeing, work experience and apprenticeship advice. Sign up to the 
newsletter here 

Have your say on social care 

It’s time to have your say on how our 

country funds and provides social care for 

the most vulnerable adults in our 

communities. 

The Local Government Association, which 
represents councils across the country, is 
carrying out a public consultation “The Lives 
We Want to Lead” on how the costs of care 
should be met. 

The consultation seeks to gather views on the funding of care and the current challenges, the 
options for change, how agreed changes could be paid for, health and wellbeing and the 
partnership with the NHS.  

Have your say online at www.futureofadultsocialcare.co.uk before 26 September. 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwOTAzLjk0Mzg1NDkxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDkwMy45NDM4NTQ5MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDM1NDA3JmVtYWlsaWQ9cGhpbGlwLmF0a2luc0BzdGFmZm9yZHNoaXJlLmdvdi51ayZ1c2VyaWQ9cGhpbGlwLmF0a2luc0BzdGFmZm9yZHNoaXJlLmdvdi51ayZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&104&&&http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/education?utm_medium=govdelivery&utm_source=email
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwOTAzLjk0Mzg1NDkxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDkwMy45NDM4NTQ5MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDM1NDA3JmVtYWlsaWQ9cGhpbGlwLmF0a2luc0BzdGFmZm9yZHNoaXJlLmdvdi51ayZ1c2VyaWQ9cGhpbGlwLmF0a2luc0BzdGFmZm9yZHNoaXJlLmdvdi51ayZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&105&&&https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/MyStaffs-App/MyStaffs-App.aspx?utm_medium=govdelivery&utm_source=email
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwOTAzLjk0Mzg1NDkxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDkwMy45NDM4NTQ5MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDM1NDA3JmVtYWlsaWQ9cGhpbGlwLmF0a2luc0BzdGFmZm9yZHNoaXJlLmdvdi51ayZ1c2VyaWQ9cGhpbGlwLmF0a2luc0BzdGFmZm9yZHNoaXJlLmdvdi51ayZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&106&&&https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Customer-Alerts/Customer-Alerts.aspx?utm_medium=govdelivery&utm_source=email
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwOTAzLjk0Mzg1NDkxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDkwMy45NDM4NTQ5MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDM1NDA3JmVtYWlsaWQ9cGhpbGlwLmF0a2luc0BzdGFmZm9yZHNoaXJlLmdvdi51ayZ1c2VyaWQ9cGhpbGlwLmF0a2luc0BzdGFmZm9yZHNoaXJlLmdvdi51ayZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&106&&&https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Customer-Alerts/Customer-Alerts.aspx?utm_medium=govdelivery&utm_source=email
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwOTAzLjk0Mzg1NDkxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDkwMy45NDM4NTQ5MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDM1NDA3JmVtYWlsaWQ9cGhpbGlwLmF0a2luc0BzdGFmZm9yZHNoaXJlLmdvdi51ayZ1c2VyaWQ9cGhpbGlwLmF0a2luc0BzdGFmZm9yZHNoaXJlLmdvdi51ayZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&102&&&http://www.futureofadultsocialcare.co.uk/?utm_medium=govdelivery&utm_source=email
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Broadband voucher benefit 

Small businesses and communities in 

Staffordshire could benefit from 

broadband vouchers worth up to £3000 

As part of the Government’s £67million 
Gigabit Broadband Voucher Scheme, 
small businesses and communities who 
want to benefit from the fastest, most 

reliable broadband speeds could get financial support to help meet  the cost of 
connection. 

Businesses can claim up to £3,000 either individually or as part of a group project. 
Residents can benefit from the scheme with a voucher worth £500 as part of a group 
project led by a supplier. 

There are over 100 suppliers registered for the scheme in Staffordshire.  

Find out more about the scheme online. 

Councils' budget pressures in national spotlight  

Leader Philip Atkins spoke live on TalkRadio and on the 
new Politics Today on BBC 2 about the financial issues 
facing local authorities. Speaking in his capacity as vice-
chairman of the County Councils Network, as well as the 
Leader of Staffordshire County Council, Philip discussed 
the range of financial pressures facing county councils and 
possible solutions to them. 

Hard work behind 30 hours success 

Children celebrating who celebrate their third birthday 
between April 1 and August 31 this year signed up now 
for 30 hours’ funded childcare. Places are available from 
September 1 for children 2018. But to claim the funding 
parents had to register at www.childcarechoices.gov.uk . 

Mark Sutton, Cabinet Member for Children and Young 

People, said: “Thousands of parents have already taken up the 30 hours’ funded 

childcare offer for their three and four-year-olds, as Staffordshire was one of the first 

areas in the country to successfully introduce the scheme. In Staffordshire 96 per cent 

of pre-school places are rated ‘good’ or ‘outstanding’ by Ofsted, so parents can be 

confident this scheme helps them and helps their child get the best possible start 

before going to school.”   
 

 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwOTAzLjk0Mzg1NDkxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDkwMy45NDM4NTQ5MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDM1NDA3JmVtYWlsaWQ9cGhpbGlwLmF0a2luc0BzdGFmZm9yZHNoaXJlLmdvdi51ayZ1c2VyaWQ9cGhpbGlwLmF0a2luc0BzdGFmZm9yZHNoaXJlLmdvdi51ayZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&114&&&https://gigabitvoucher.culture.gov.uk/?utm_medium=govdelivery&utm_source=email
http://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/
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People urged to Staycation and explore Staffordshire’s 

magnificent canal network 

While the summer holidays were in full 

swing, families were being encouraged to 

explore Staffordshire’s extensive canal 

network and miles of towpaths. 

Boasting the most miles of canals amongst 

shire counties, waterways have been at the 

heart of Staffordshire ever since the great 

age of canal building. Today, it’s one of the prettiest ways to explore the county, 

providing a beautiful setting for a boater’s holiday or for a scenic canal walk with the 

family. Gill Heath, Cabinet Member for Communities said: “There are more miles of 

canals in Staffordshire than any other county in England and that’s something we are 

very proud of.  Although built for an industrial age, these sleepy backwaters cut 

gently through some of the best of the Staffordshire countryside and are a great way 

to explore the county.”  

For additional holiday or day trip ideas for Staffordshire visit 

www.enjoystaffordshire.com 

Crackdown on drivers ignoring road signs 

Motorists taking illegal short-cuts along a town centre street face a crackdown 
from next month. A permanent enforcement camera 
will monitor South Walls, Stafford, from September. The 
only vehicles allowed to enter South Walls from the 
roundabout at the junction of Greengate Street and Mill 
Bank are buses, ‘Hackney cab’ taxis and bicycles. Cars, 
motorbikes and private hire taxis are not allowed.  

Helen Fisher, Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport, said: “With the success 

of the Riverside shops there are far more pedestrians in that part of the town centre, 

so it’s important that we control the volume of traffic there for their safety. Too many 

drivers ignore the restrictions at the moment so first we will improve road signs in the 

area and then we will begin enforcement. We don’t want motorists to be fined for 

ignoring road signs, we want them to be aware of the restrictions in the area and 

behave accordingly.” 

The enforcement camera will also catch all vehicles travelling west along South 

Walls that ignore the ‘no entry’ signs. The camera will installed this month and 

become operational at some point in September. Fines are £60 reduced to £30 if 

paid within 28 days. 

http://www.enjoystaffordshire.com/
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Burton Revamp to Cost Seven Figures 

The County Council is working with East Staffordshire 
Borough Council on plans to improve Station Street in 
Burton. The county council will be supporting the borough 
council in delivering highways improvements. A water 
feature will be installed at the area between the entrances 
to Coopers Square and Burton Place shopping centres as 
part of a major overhaul of Station Street as it hopes to 
attract new businesses and shoppers. The scheme 
includes ambitious plans to significantly regenerate the pedestrianised area of 
Station Street; this could include raised flowerbeds, as well as a meandering 
footpath for the public. 

 

Summer Reading Challenge Success Story 

The summer reading challenge once again proved 
popular with young Staffordshire bookworms. More than 
4,000 children took part. This year’s theme "Mischief 
Makers" was inspired by the Beano, which celebrates its 
80th anniversary this year. 

Gill Heath, Libraries Portfolio holder said: “The Summer 
Reading Challenge is always a real hit with children and 
families over the holidays and it’s great to see so many youngsters signing up. 
There are lots of fun activities running across all our libraries and it’s a great way of 
keeping children interested in reading over the summer.  I’d definitely encourage 
parents to get their children signed up at their local library if they haven’t already 
done so.” 

Businesses can benefit from fibre broadband vouchers 

 

Businesses in Staffordshire are being urged to take 
advantage of a voucher scheme to enable them to connect 
to full fibre broadband to boost efficiency and productivity.  

The Superfast Staffordshire programme is promoting the 
Gigabit Broadband Voucher Scheme which enables 
businesses to have fibre to premise broadband connected 
with vouchers of up to £3,000.  

Mark Winnington said: “Access to superfast broadband is essential to every resident 
and business in Staffordshire and across the UK. Connectivity enables people to live 
independently and grow more prosperous whilst boosting economic growth and 
productivity. Our Superfast Staffordshire partnership has played a vital part in the 
delivery of fibre broadband in the county and we were pleased to hit the 95 per cent 
coverage mark in autumn last year, ahead of the national programme. It’s fantastic 
also that Tamworth now has near total superfast coverage with the rest of the county 
pretty close. We’re really urging people now to contact a broadband provider and get 
connected.” 
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Campaign to keep young bikers safe continues  
 

Young bikers from across Staffordshire are being urged to attend the latest in 

a series of events as part of a campaign to promote safer riding on the 

county’s roads. 

Anyone attending will be offered a 

£50 voucher off the cost of their 

Compulsory Basic Training (CBT) 

course which allows them to ride 

on the roads. The Pre-CBT 

workshop took place at Uttoxeter 

Fire Station, 49 Cheadle Road, on 

Thursday September 6 from 

6.30pm to 9.30pm. It is open to 15 

to 21 year-olds to from across Staffordshire. 

To receive the voucher, they must attend a two-hour pre-CBT workshop which offers 

advice on safer riding, rules of the road and an overview of the Highway Code. The 

CBT would then be taken in Burton or Uttoxeter through LDC Training. 

Places are limited and young people need to book by emailing 

bikers@staffordshire.gov.uk or by contacting Kevin Wilcox on 07855 336922. The 

campaign is being co-ordinated by the Staffordshire Safer Roads Partnership. 

Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport Helen Fisher said that the county 

continues to have some of the safest roads in the country: “While we have seen a 

reduction in motorcycle casualties over the last 10 years which is encouraging news, 

we want to reduce this even further.  

Young bikers are particularly vulnerable and at risk on the roads and our new 

workshops will not only give them the extra knowledge and skills to keep them safe 

but they’ll save money on the cost of their CBT too.” 

Other initiatives to improve the safety of young bikers include the ‘The Adventures of 
Biker Jack’ mobile app, with more advice, videos and a Face Mat competition run 
through the ‘StaffsBikerJack Facebook page. 

Further details on the campaigns are also available on 

http://www.staffsyoungriders.co.uk 

 

http://www.staffsyoungriders.co.uk/
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Pupils rise to the challenge of new grading system  

Schools in Staffordshire are getting to grips with the new GCSE grading system, as 

hundreds of pupils across the county nervously await their results this week. 

Numerical grades have replaced the previous 

A*-G grades, giving schools more opportunity to 

get the very best out of their pupils. 

According to Ofqual the exams regulator, a 

grade 7 is today’s equivalent of an A grade, with 

grades 7, 8 and 9, representing A and A* 

grades. Pupils achieving a grade 9 are exceeding the old A* grade. 

Grades 4 and 5 are the equivalent of a grade C pass, with grade 5 being classed as 

a ‘strong pass.’ 

To help parents understand the new grades, Staffordshire County Council have set 

up a special page on their website, www.staffordshire.gov.uk/gcse.  As well as giving 

parents access to what the new grades mean, the website also explains the 

Attainment 8 and Progress 8 performance measures. 

Philip White, Cabinet Member for Learning and Employability said: 

“Today sees the first time the majority of subjects graded with the new system, and 

I’m sure Staffordshire students will have risen to the challenge of tougher exams. 

“This is the culmination of a challenging few months for GCSE pupils, and I want to 

congratulate each and every one of them for their achievements.  I wish them every 

success in the future whatever path they take. 

“The new grades mean schools have the opportunity to really get the most out of 

their pupils, and help them achieve the qualifications they need to take their 

education and training further. 

“We know that the new grading system will take time to bed in, which is why we’ve 

produced a guide for parents on our website.  That way, parents can fully understand 

and appreciate their children’s achievements.” 

For more information on the new performance measures, visit the county council’s 
special dedicated website at www.staffordshire.gov.uk/gcse. 

 

 

http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/gcse
http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/gcse
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Opening delayed as new school targeted by thieves  

Children looking forward to starting the new school year in a brand new primary school 

have been left disappointed, after thieves stole copper pipes and caused extensive 

damage to the school’s heating and water systems. 

Thieves broke into the under-construction 

Henhurst Primary Academy in Burton a few 

weeks ago, stealing a substantial amount of 

specially-made copper piping and associated 

fittings from the plant room. The theft means 

the school will not have access to heating and 

water in time for school starting. Pupils due to 

attend the new school will now be bussed to the nearby Scientia Academy—also 

sponsored by REAch2—until the bespoke piping and fittings can be replaced. 

County Councillor Philip White, Cabinet Member for Learning and Skills said: “To 

steal from a primary school, before it has even opened its doors to pupils, is 

despicable. These appear to have been well-prepared, professional thieves who 

knew exactly where to go and what to steal from a well-secured building. It’s 

incredibly disappointing for the children, who I know were looking forward to starting 

their school life in a brand new, state-of-the-art school. 

Main road roundabout junction set for improvements  
 

Work to improve a main road roundabout near Stone starts. 

Initial work to replace kerbs and improve the 

footways and drains close to the A34/A51 junction at 

Aston began on August 28, lasting for a month. 

From October 1, road resurfacing will take place, with 

full closures being put in place on Brooms Road and 

the A51each night from 8pm to 6am. This phase of the scheme is due to end on 

November 2. Cabinet member for highways and transport Helen Fisher said: 

“The Aston roundabout on the A34 is a busy junction and so this is an important 

improvement scheme. Initial works will see kerbs replaced and improvements to 

drains and footways. The main resurfacing works will take place at night in October 

so we’d ask people to bear this in mind and choose alternative routes if travelling into 

Stone on the A51 during these times. Work has been scheduled for night times to 

minimise disruption, but we’d like to thanks people for their patience during the works 

period.” People can find our more at www.roadworks.org 

http://www.roadworks.org/
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Road closed so 13 year old fire can be extinguished 

News that Hollywood Lane in Keele is to be closed for 
seven months, to allow an underground fire to be 
extinguished, came from a traffic order issued by the county 
council.  

The closure will last for up to 18 months to allow the 
developer of the land to put out a 13-year-old underground 
fire.  It comes after plans to build 100 homes off 
neighbouring Pepper Street were approved by Newcastle Borough Council. 

Quirky museum items up for grabs 

A leopard's head on a wooden shield, a piggery pump, and 
an old cheese press were just some of the items that are 
on the County museum's surplus items. Gill Heath Cabinet 
member responsible said it was a routine disposal of items 
that they would be offered to museums around the county 
first and that the money from any sale would be ploughed 
back into the restoration and acquisition of more museum 
items. 

Fund is UK first 

The county council’s £400,000 fund to support the 4% 
of rural communities not yet earmarked for any public 
or private sector roll-out is being hailed a huge 
success. Nearly all of the £400,000 Superfast 
Staffordshire Community Fibre Partnership Support 
Fund has now been linked to match-fund money 
raised by households and businesses.  

Rural businesses and local people across the county are now enjoying ultra-fast 
broadband thanks to the innovative and unique fund which is the first of its kind in 
the UK.  

Proposed business park expansion great for Great Britain PLC 

Businesses and business leaders have backed plans 
for the extension of i54 South Staffordshire - a business 
park of national significance and international demand. 
FGD Ltd., an aggregate and waste material solution 
firm, joins many other businesses in supporting the 
application for a 60 acre extension. I54 South 
Staffordshire is the result of an award-winning 
partnership between Staffordshire County Council, the City of Wolverhampton 
Council and South Staffordshire Council. It's home to 2,500 employees and multi-
nationals including JLR, Moog, ISP, Eurofins, ERA and Tentec.    
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New era of integrated health and care to better 
support people to live healthier lives 

Health and care services across Staffordshire and Stoke-
on-Trent are embarking on a new era of integrated 
working to ensure people are better supported to lead 
healthier and more independent lives. Integrated Care 
Teams (ICTs) are being introduced by the Together 
We’re Better partnership – with each one serving a 
community of between 30,000-70,000 people based 
around neighbouring GP practices. Each team will bring together a range of primary, 
community and mental health services, alongside social care professionals and the 
voluntary and independent sector – enabling a coordinated approach to improving 
the health of the community they serve. 

Planning approval for new health and care campus 
in Burton welcomed 

Deputy Leader Alan White has  welcomed East 
Staffordshire Borough Council's planning 
approval for a health and care campus on the 
Outwoods site at Queen's Hospital in Burton. 

The development is a key priority for Together 
We’re Better. “I’m delighted that, thanks to East 
Staffordshire Borough Council’s planning 
approval, we’re a step closer towards a new 
healthcare village on the Outwoods site," said 

Alan. "This innovative and exciting scheme will involve health and care services 
working together in a more integrated way to better serve the local population." 

 

Improving poor cancer survival rates and providing 
better support in recovery  

Partners of Together We’re Better will be able to 
improve the lives of local people living with and 
beyond cancer, thanks to new funding provided by 
Macmillan Cancer Support. Working with GPs across 
Staffordshire, the aim is to increase the number of 
people taking up the offer of screening. 

This will help diagnose cancer early and improve the 
chances of the treatment working. 
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Innovative local health and care hubs feature in 
national report 

Two local health and care hubs have been singled out as 
examples of innovation and excellence in a national 
report. Northfield Village in Stafford and the proposed 
development of the Outwoods site at Queen’s Hospital in 
Burton have appeared as case studies in the 
report, entitled ‘Laying the Foundations for Place Based 
Health and Social Care’, which looks into how the NHS 
can best manage its estate in the future. 

 

Hundreds benefiting from healthy lifestyle advice 

Hundreds of people aged over 50 across Staffordshire 
are benefitting from advice on how to improve their 
healthy lifestyle behaviour. Since June, Everyone Health 
Staffordshire has established 105 clinics that people 
aged 50 years and over who reside in specific target 
areas can access. More than 270 people have received 
advice that has made a real difference to their lives, including stopping smoking, 
managing weight, falls prevention, social isolation and NHS Health Checks. 

Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Health, Care and Wellbeing Alan White 
said: “Everyone Health Staffordshire is already making a difference to local people in 
the few months it has been operational, and the aim is to continue this programme 
so it makes a real difference to people’s lifestyles. “By targeting specific areas where 
people have traditionally had issues with their health and wellbeing, we can give 
help and guidance on how they can make changes to their lifestyle, and how they 
can avoid storing up problems for the future.” 

Latest perinatal mental health workshop being held 
by Together We're Better to listen to views about 
local maternity services 

The Pan Staffordshire Maternity Transformation 
Programme is holding its latest Perinatal Mental Health 
workshop on Monday 17 September. Pregnant women, 
new parents and their families are invited to share their 
experiences and views about maternity services in 
Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent at the event, being held 
from 10am-2pm at The Chartley Room, The Northfield 
Centre, Magnolia Avenue, Stafford, ST16 3DU. The programme aims to implement 
the recommendations from NHS England’s Better Births maternity review and forms 
part of the Together We’re Better Children, Young People and Maternity 
Programme. 
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New way of talking to patients letting GPs spend 
more time with those who need it most 

New training being given to reception staff is helping to 
provide North Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent GPs 
more time with patients that need it most. The Care 
Navigation project is also helping make sure more 
patients are being seen by the right health professional 
when they call their practice for an 
appointment. Reception staff are trained to ask patients 
simple questions about the reason they need an appointment with their GP, with 
some patients being signposted to an alternative if appropriate. 

New high school welcomes pupils 

The opening of the county’s first brand new high school for 
over 25 years was welcomed by local people.  The £30 
million John Taylor Free School in Tatenhill, Burton, 
opened its doors this week to 210 year 7 pupils. 

Cabinet Member Philip White said:” The new school looks 
fantastic and with more new schools needed across the 
county, our work will continue so we can ensure children in 
Staffordshire can learn in a good, local school.“ 

Village improvements scheme nears completion 

A £450,000scheme to improve traffic flow, safety and 
attractiveness in the centre of Barton-under-Needwood is 
set to be completed at the end of this month. 

Helen Fisher Cabinet Member said: “We’re very pleased 
with the way the scheme has turned out. Barton is a busy 
village and the improvements being made will all help to 
provide a more welcoming visitor experience and help to 
reduce congestion.” 

Tolkien exhibition moves to Shenstone library 

The Tolkien in Staffordshire exhibition is continuing its 
tour of the county and is now displaying in Shenstone 
library. Over 250,000 people had already got the chance 
to see the exhibition. 

Gill Heath explained:” It is clear that Staffordshire had a 
profound effect on J.R.R Tolkien’s formative years, and 
the county was very proud of its connections with the Lord 
of the Rings and Middleshire.” 
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Get hundreds of parents off monkey dust  

Hundreds of parents addicted to monkey dust or other 
drugs need more support to help their children stay out of 
care was the focus of a recent county council report.  

Safer and Stronger Scrutiny was particularly concerned 
about the ‘destructive nature’ of monkey dust, which is a 
growing problem in the county. The report also 
highlighted that parental substance misuse is a major 
factor in 27 per cent of assessments by children’s social care services, with 960 
families currently in need of advice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


